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Under the context of the University of Virginia's 
campus, this project focuses on the study of 
Proxemics and how it relates to sacred space. 
Requiring a center for students of all faiths to 
gather, the program called for an International 
House of Worship on campus. The site sits 
within a wooded area near student dormatories 
and faces  the main part of campus. The design 
process explored social distances between 
students within four different zones (public, 
social, interpersonnal, and intimate). The scale of 
each zone was designed to bring students closer 
together, encourage movement or foster silent 
contemplation. 

International House of Worship
Associate Professor Bill Martella
University of Tennessee, Spring 2011, 2nd year

Selected for Best in Studio presentation

International House of Worship - University of Virginia



 Throughout history, cities built walls to protect 
themselves from outside threats. Lund, Sweden's 
original wall still exists in parts of the city today. 
Kulturen, Lund's open air museum, built a wall 
around a part of historic Lund in order to preserve 
the architecture within.
Today, Lund lacks adequate housing for its uni-
versity students and it is the city itself that plans 
to desecrate the integrity of Carl Moller and Bernt 
Nyberg's designs. 
The idea of wall is pushed to take on multiple 
performative rolls from occupied to demarca-
tion. At points the wall is absorbed into existing 
buildings, the ground, or becomes building itself. 
Every wall has two sides, an inside and outside. 
The nature of these sides is articulated through 
the orientation of program and differentiating 
material. Its inner skin takes on a different role 
than its outer. 
I seek to work both with and against the city, but 
in a way that unifi es the composition of buildings 
to facilitate social interaction and community for 
the occupants.

With and Against
Lecturer Matt Hall
University of Tennessee, Fall 2011, 3rd year

Exhibited in Sweden

Student Dormitory - Lund, Sweden



Casa de Sara 
Assistant Professor, Ted  Shelton
University of Tennessee, Spring 2011, 3rd year
Elementary School - La Guardia, Bolivia
The Indigenous and Hispanic population cannot 
afford to buy their children a good education 
through private schools. As a result, class 
stratifi cation continues to increase. 
The children’s organization Casa de Sara seeks 
to improve upon Bolivia’s  educational system. 
By combining traditional school practices and  
the Montessori method, Casa de Sara wants to 
provide a well-rounded learning environment. 
The organization needs a new facility for grades 
Prekindergarten through Sixth grade.
Reacting to the physical, political and cultural 
atmosphere of Bolivia, a community is proposed. 
Agriculture is brought into the site, not only 
invoking a connection between the history of the 
Indigenous students, but also as a learning tool 
for teachers.
In order to transition from traditional to 
Montessori to lunch or recess, the students pass 
by the garden terraces. They are constantly 
reminded that food is grown, not bought.  
A star gazing platform is proposed, allowing for 
students learn at multiple scales of a community. 
Their focus shifts between the local agriculture 
of the garden, to the community of the class, the 
school and fi nally the global community through.



The Allegory of the Cave, written by Plato, deals 
with the concepts of perception, understanding 
and light. Under this veil, a visitor’s center for 
the Villa Rotunda  becomes an exploration in 
movement from dark to light, light to dark and 
how a person’s perception of the previous space 
changes accordingly.

Plato’s Cave
Lecturer Charles Draper
University of Tennessee, Spring 2010, 1st year
Visitor’s Center - Villa Rotunda


