
As an environmental designer, an architecture school comes to 
you and wishes you to revive an exterior courtyard that is, by all 
accounts, well designed.  The courtyard is underutilized, however, 
and so the school would like to repurpose it as a venue for assem-
blies at multiple scales – from casual discussions to class reviews to 
school-wide events – but the school needs to do so with an econo-
my and quality of means.

However, outfitting the space in question for these specified activi-
ties (at least for the smaller-scaled ones) would perhaps be more 
expediently facilitated by the purchase of proper furniture (chairs, 
tables, and mobile pin-up boards) than by any permanent, architec-
tural installation.  What do you do?

Perhaps you could begin by addressing the root problem:  that the 
space is underutilized.  Say you note the following repeatedly:

- that the area is consistently deserted, even in good weather
- that the area – an exterior courtyard – is only accessible from the 
interior of the building (and by people who already know how to get 
to it)

Could conspicuously opening the courtyard up to the general uni-
versity – in tandem enabling a “primary use” for the courtyard with 
tables and chairs – make this a space that attracts people using 
people? 

Presuming that the answer is “yes,” consider the following strategy:

STEP 1.  Install additional pavers on the patio to increase its square 
footage.
STEP 2. Purchase readily-available furniture (chairs, tables, and 
mobile pin-up boards) for use on the patio to facilitate casual con-
versations, informal meals, and formal class reviews.  This furniture, 
unlike anything fixed, would accommodate the wide variety of activi-
ties envisioned for the patio, and be easily moved and removed as 
required for each.
STEP 3. Install stairs to enable conspicuous access down into the 
courtyard from the outer rim.  Also, install stairs to enable access 
from the patio level to the upper green (effectively creating a green 
amphitheater there with capacity for large lectures and outdoor 
films).

“If you build it, they will come...” 
-Field of Dreams
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