
South America Bolivia 
Santa Cruz and La Guardia

A visual axis was created by the original trees on the site.  The original site was sloped, making it difficult to walk across. The site then became tiered for ease of 
movement between buildings.

 The public educational system in 
Bolivia is lacking. The political system is 
dominated by a popular dictator who is more 
concerned with power than the people’s 
well being. Likewise, the economic situation 
remains strongly divided between the 
rich Mestizos and the agriculturally based 
Indigenous people. The Indigenous and 
Hispanic population cannot afford to buy 
their children a good education through 
private schools. As a result, class stratification 
continues to increase. 
 The children’s organization Casa 
de Sara seeks to improve upon Bolivia’s  
educational system. By combining traditional 
school practices and  the Montessori 
method, Casa de Sara wants to provide a 
well-rounded learning environment. The 
organization needs a new facility for grades 
Prekindergarten through Sixth grade.
 The site is rural and was once a fruit 
orchard. The land slopes enough to require 
landscaping and water collection is a concern 
due to the large amount of rain.
 Reacting to the physical, political and 
cultural atmosphere of Bolivia, a community 
is proposed. Agriculture is brought into the 
site, not only invoking a connection between 
the history of the Indigenous students, but 
also as a learning tool for teachers.
In order to transition from traditional to 
Montessori to lunch or recess, the students 
pass by the garden terraces. They are 
constantly reminded that food is grown, not 
bought. 
 In order to allow for the safe storage 
of excess rain water, a cistern is located at 
the lower end of the campus. It is capped 
by white polished granite which doubles as 
a star gazing platform at night. Through the 
stars and the farm, students are aware of the 
global and local communities.

The Montessori classrooms direct  views towards the gardens and areas of activity within the 
site. 

The traditional classrooms are inwardly focused when compared to the Montessori buildings.  Between each 
classroom is a private court yard for the enjoyment and safety of students.
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Site Plan1. Cafeteria/Gym
2. Administration
3. Traditional Classrooms
4. Housing
5. Guard House
6. Montesorri Classrooms
7. Farms
8. Cistern/Star Platform
9. Dance/Art Hall
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